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Resolved, That thefollowing principlesand guidelinesreflect themind of the Church meeting

in this 65th General Convention:
That the beginning of new human life, because it is a gift of the power of God's love
for hispeople, and thereby sacred, should not and must not be undertaken unadvisedly
or lightly but in full accordance of the under standing for which this power to conceive
and give birth is bestowed by God.
Such under standing includesthe responsibility for Christiansto limit the size of their
families and to practice responsible birth control. Such means for moral limitations
do not include abortions for convenience.
That the position of thisChurch, stated at the 62nd General Convention of the Church
in Seattle in 1967 which declared support for the "termination of pregnancy”
particularly in those cases where "the physical or mental health of the mother is
threatened serioudly, or wherethereissubstantial reason to believethat the child would
be born badly deformed in mind or body, or where the pregnancy has resulted from
rapeor incest" isreaffirmed. Termination of pregnancy for thesereasonsispermissible.
That in those cases where it is firmly and deeply believed by the person or persons
concerned that pregnancy should be terminated for causes other than the above,
members of this Church are urged to seek the advice and counsel of a Priest of this
Church, and, where appropriate, Penance.
That whenever members of this Church are consulted with regard to proposed
termination of pregnancy, they areto explorewith the per son or per sonsseeking advice
and counsel other preferable cour ses of action.
That the Episcopal Church expressitsunequivocal opposition to any legislation on the
part of the national or state governments which would abridge or deny the right of
individualsto reach informed decisionsin this matter and to act upon them.
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