BLACK MANTFESTO

Ve the black people assembled in Detroit, Michigan for the National Black
Economic Development Conference are fully aware that we have been forced to come
tojether because racist white America has exploited our remurces, our nipds, o
bodies, our labor. For centuries we have been forced to live as colonized people
Inside the United States, victinized by the most victous, racist syst:m in the
world. We have helped to build the most industrial country in the worl

¥e ars tisrafore deiandlos of the hits Chetstisn chiches s3d Jevish smodogies

which are part and parcel of the system of capitalism, that they begin to cay repar-

ations to Piack pecpie in this country. e ace demanding $500;000,000 from the

s iqtian white Shurchie sad the Jevish evnsoouses, Thiy botal coums o 13 dolias
per nigger. This is a low estimate fro we maintain there are probably more

30,000,000 black péople in this Country, 415 a nagger is nok 8 laros sun of

money and we know that the churches and synagogues have a tremendous wealth and

its membership, white America, has profited and still exploits black people. We

$500,000,000 is not an idle resolution or empty words. Fifteen dollars for eve
black brother and sister in the United States is only a beginning of the reparations
due us as people who have been exploited and degraded, brutalized, killed and

all of this the racism of this country has
produced a psychological effect upon us that we are beginning to shake off. We are
no longer afraid to demand our full rights as a people in this decadent society.

We are demanding $500,000,000 to be spent in the following way:

1. Ve call for the establishment of a Southern land bank to help our brothers
and sisters who have to leave their land because of racist pressure for people who
want to establish cooperative farms, but who have no funds. We have seen too many
farmers evicted from their homes because they have dared to defy the white racism
of this country. We need money for land. We must fight for massive sums of money
for this Southern Land Damk. We call for $200,000,000 to implement this program.

2. We call for the establishment of four major publishing and printing indus-
tries in the United States to be funded with ten million dollars each. These
publishing houses are to be located in Detroit, Atlanta, Los Angeles, and Vew York.
Ty ¥UAL TG o puiicat SSLRAY Tor furchiecorpurativh Lomectienty o, Cid Black

ty, provide jol o the and
printing field.

. We call for the ecstablishment of four of the most advanced scientific

s o i B Aaia aebE v Tosatan in Detroit, Chicago, Cleveland

and Washington, D.C. These TV networks will provide an alternative to the racist

propaganda that fills the ucrnt telesision Hethorks, Bach Of thase TV networks
will be funded by ten million dollars each,

4. We call for a research skills center which will provide research
en the problems of black people. This center must be funded with no less than 30
million dollars.



) Ve call for the establishment of a training center for the teaching of

sk]lls in commenity organization, photography, movie making, television making

and rapaiz, radio building and repair and all other skills needed in communication.
225239 center shall be funded with no less than ten million dollars.

6. We recognize the role of the National Welfare Rights Organization and we
inveal te work with them. We call for ten million dollars to assist in the organi-
sation of wellare recipients. %c want to orjanize the welfare workers in this
country sc that they may demand more maney from the jovernment and better adminis-
Eration of the welfare system of this country.

7. ‘e call for 520,000,000 to establish a National Black Labor Strike and
Dufense Terd. This is necessary for the protection of black workers and theil
anilies who are fighting racist working conditions in this country.
5 8. We call for the gotablishment of tho International Dlack Anpeal. (xm
This Tntexration: 1 will be funded with no less than $20,000,
ic' hared with producing more capital for the establis
Lusinesszs in the United States and in Africa, our Motherland
ck Appeal is one of the most important demas

nds that we are making for we know

Raising money for the program of the National Black Economic
Development Conference

The development of cooperatives in African countries and support
of African Liberation movements.

(¢) Establishment of a blac)
protect our African image.

League which will

2 call for the establishment of a flack University to be funded with
135,070,000 0 ba 2osatea in the South.  Necotiations sse presently under way with
= Southern Univirsity.

19, demand that IFCO allocate all unused funds in the planning budget to
iat the demands of this conference

In order to win our demands we are aware that we will have to have massive
p

to help force the racist white Christian churches and Jewis!
synogocuas to inpla:nenf. these demanc

s.

@)

Ul caZl upcn all the concerned iack puople acroas the country to contact
K

srou ,:g:mxzamm:, teachcrs organizations, church leadcrs and organiza-
tlons sl :0it these demands are v

pressurec kv whatever means necessary should be apnlicd to the white power structure
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©Of the racist white Christian churches and Jewish synagogues. All black people
should act boldly in confronting our white oppressors and demanding this modest
reparation of 15 dollars rer black man.

(3) Delegates and menbers of the National Black Beonoaic Development
Conference are urged to call press conferences in the cities and to attempt to

gat a8 nany black Sroanisations as possibis to mupport the desands of the conference.
The quick use of the press in the local areas will heighten the tension and these
demands must be attempted to be won in a short period of time, although we are
prepared for protracted and long range struggle.

(4) we call for the total disruption of selected church sponsored agencies
operating anywhere in the U.S. and the world. Black workers, black women, black
students and the black unemployed are encouraged to seize the cffices, telephones,
and printing apparatus of all church sponsored agencies and to hold these in
trusteeship until cur demands are met.

(5) We call upon all delegates and members of the National Black Economic
to stage sit-in at selected black and white
churches. This is not to be interpreted as a continuation of the sit-in movement
of the early sixties but we know that active confrontaticn inside white churches
s fPaaiiie ud vill Eecengtied the geskibI1icy of mieting Guf dunsnde, Sl
confrontation can take the form of reading the Black Manifesto instead of
Soiaca ot passtu 1t sut ta Chacch mestery The principle of self-defense should
be applied if attacked.

(6) On May 4, 1969 or a date thereafter, depending upon local conditions, we
call upon black people to commence the disruption of the racist churches and
synocogues throughout the United States.

We call upon IFCO to serve as a central staff to coordinate the mandate
the conference and to reproduce and distribute en mass leterature, leaflets,
news items, press releases and other matorial.

(8) We call upon all delegates to find within the white community those
forces wiich Vi1l vork under the lasdersiily of Blscks to {lomert:theas drmanis
by whatever means necessary. By taking such actions, white Americans will demon-
strate concretely that they are willing to fight the “hite. skin privilege and the
white supremacy and racism which has forced us as black people to make these demands.

) We call upon all white ehristidns and Jews to practice paticnce, tolerance,
understanding and nonviolence as they have encouraged, advised and demanded that we
as black people should do throushout our entire enforced slavery in the United States.
The true test of their faith and belief in the Cross and the words of the prophets
will certainly be put to a test as we seek legitimate and extremely modest repara-
tions for our role in developing the industrial base of the Western world through

our slave labor. But we are no longer slaves, we are men and women, proud of our
African heritage, determined to have our dignity.

(10}, e sro 9o prond of our Mrican heritage and resliza concrstely that ur
truggle is not only to make revolution in the United States, but to protect our
Drothers and sisters in Mfrica and to heln then rid themselves of raciems capitalism,

and imperialism by whatever means necessary, including armed strugjle. We are and
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must be willing to fight the defamation of our African image wherever it rears its
ugly head. We are therefore charging the Steering Committee to create a Dlack Anti-
Defamation League to be funded by money raised from the International black Appeal.

(11) We fully recognize that revolution in the United States and Africa, our
Motherland, is more than a one dimensional cveration. It will require the total
integration of the political, economic, and military components and therefore, we
call upon all our brothers and sisters who have acquired training and expertise in
the ficlds of engineering, electronics, research, community organization, physics,
biology, chemistry, mathematics, medicine, military science and warfare to assist
the National Black Econcmic in the of its
progran,

(12) To implement these demands we must have a fearless leadership. We must
have a lcadership which is willing to battle the church ostablishment to implement

they have the wisdom to understand that these demands are modest and reasonable.
Dut if the white Christinas and Jews are not willing to meet our demands through
peace and good will, then we declare war and we are propared to fight by whatever
means neccssary. We are, therfore, proposing the election of the following
Steering Committee:

-Lucious Walker Mark Comfort
S Renny Freeman Earl Allen
Luke Tripp Robert o
ioward Fuller Vincent Harding
James Forman Mike Hanlin
John Watson Len Hol
¥ pan Aldridge Poter Dornard
John willians Michael Writht
Ken Cockre! Muhanmed Kenyatta
Chuck Wooten Mel Jackson
Fannie Lou Hamer M towar: tioors
Julian Dond Harold Holmos

Brothers:aad sisters; e 1o longer:are shuffling our feet and scratching our
heads. We are tall, black and prou

And we say to the white Christian churches and Jewish synagocues, to the
government of this country and to all the white racist imperialists who compose it,
there is only one thing left that you can do to further degrade black pecple and
that is to kill But we have been dyins too long for this country. We have
died in every war. We are dying in Vietnam today fighting the wrong enemy.

The new black man wants to live and to live moans that we must not become
static or merely believe in self-defense. We must boldly 5o out and attack the
white Westorn world at its power centers. The whitc Christian churches are another
form of government in this country and they are used by the government of this
country to exploit the peeple of Latin America, Asia and Africa, but the day is



sl

so0n ceninc to an end. Therefore, brothers and sisters, the demands we make upon
the white Christian churches and the Jewish synaccgues are small demands. They
represent 15 dollars per black perscn in these United States. We can legitimately
demand this from the church power structurc, We must demand more from the United
States Government.,

Dut to win cur demands from the church which is linked up with the United
States Government, we must not forget that it will ultimately be by force and
power that we will win.

We are not threatening the churches. We are saying that we know the churches
came with the military might of the colonizers and have been custained by the
military might of the colonizers. Hence, if the churches in colonial territories
t, we know deep within our hearts that we must
be prepared to use force to get our demands. We are not saying that this is the
Tt is not, but let us be very clear that we are not
opposed to force and we are not crposed to violence. We were captured in Africa
by viclence. We were kept in bondage and political servitude and forced to work
as slaves by the military machinery and the Christian church working hand in hand.

We recognize that in issuing this manifesto we must prepare for a long range
campaign in all of this country, but we know that the
Christian churches have contributed to our oppression in white America. We do
intend to abuse our black brothers and sisters in black churches who have \lncrxtxcally
accepted Christianity. We want them to understand how the racist white christ:
church with its hypocritical declarations and doctrines of brotherhcod has abased
our trust and faith. An attack on the religious beliefs of black people is not
our major objective, even though ve know that we were not Christians when ve vere
brought to this country, but that Cheistientty vas used to halp enslave w
objective in issuing this Manifesto is to force the racist white Christian ctoien
to begin the payment of reparations which are due to all black people, not only
by the Church but also by private business and the U.S. government. We see this
focus on the Christian Church as an effort around which all black people can unite.

Our demands are negotiable, but they cannot be minimized, they can only be
Siiiicses apa The Chanih ta askad tol mae up with larger sums of money than we are
sking. Our slogans are:

LL ROADS MUST LEAD TO REVOLUTION

UNITE WITH WHOMEVER YOU CAN UNITE

NEUTRALIZE WHEREVER POSSIELE

FIGHT OUR ENEMIES RELENTLESSLY

VICTORY TO THE PEOPLE

LIFE AND GOOD HEALTH TO MANKIND

RESISTANCE TO DOMINATION BY THE WHITE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES AND THE JEWISH SYNOGOGUES
REVOLUTIONARY BLACK POWER

WE SHALL WIN WITHOUT A DOUDT



