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Resolution Text

Resolved, the House of concurring,

That Canon 11.3.6.a shall be amended as follows:

<Amended text as it would appear if adopted and concurred. Scroll below the line of
asterisks (******) to see the version showing all deleted and added text.>

a. Whenever the General Convention, pursuant to Article X of the Constitution, shall
authorize for trial use a proposed revision of the Book of Common Prayer, or of a portion or
portions thereof, having first been proposed by the Standing Commission on Liturgy and
Music, the enabling Resolution shall specify the period of such trial use, the precise text
thereof, and any special terms or conditions under which such trial use shall be carried out
including translation.
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<Proposed amended resolution text showing exact changes being made:>



a. Whenever the General Convention, pursuant to Article X of the Constitution, shall
authorize for trial use a proposed revision of the Book of Common Prayer, or of a portion or
portions thereof, having first been proposed by the Standing Commission on Liturgy and
Music, the enabling Resolution shall specify the period of such trial use, the precise text
thereof, and any special terms or conditions under which such trial use shall be carried out
including translation.

And be it further.

Resolved, That Canon 1.4 shall be amended to add a new Canon 4 as follows, renumbering
subsequent Canons under Title Il:

<Amended text as it would appear if adopted and concurred. Scroll below the line of
asterisks (******) to see the version showing all deleted and added text.>

Canon 4: Of the Types of Supplemental Liturgical Texts

Article X of the Constitution defines what is the Book of Common Prayer and what is eligible
for Trial Use as a step towards inclusion in the Book of Common Prayer. Supplemental
Liturgical Texts shall mean those texts that are available for use in this church but are not
the Common Prayer of this church. In addition to the Book of Common Prayer 1979 and
Prayer Book Trial Use, as defined by this church's Constitution, additional supplemental
liturgical resources may be set forth by the authority of this Church and used with the
permission of the bishop diocesan.

Sec. 1. Authorization and Use of Liturgical Resources Supplemental to the Book of
Common Prayer

The General Convention at any one meeting, by a majority of the Bishops entitled to vote in
the House of Bishops, and by a majority of the Clerical and Lay Deputies, voting by orders
may approve supplemental liturgical resources for use by this Church; having first been duly
approved by the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music for this sole purpose.

a. Each supplemental liturgical material approved by the General Convention will be
designated as Supplemental Additional Resources (available for use without permission
of the bishop diocesan) or Supplemental Alternative Resources (requiring permission of
the bishop diocesan).

b. Those Supplemental Additional Resources reviewed and authorized may be used for
public worship by the ministers of this church. These include a Book of Occasional
Services as a collection of Supplemental Texts in addition to the Book of Common
Prayer, which may be authorized for use throughout this Church without permission of
the bishop. It may also include propers for the celebration of lesser feasts and fasts, as
well as a lectionary for the daily celebration of the Holy Eucharist, which may be
authorized for optional use throughout this Church.



c. When proposing liturgical resources pursuant to this canon, the Standing Commission
on Liturgy and Music shall use The Principles to Guide the Development of Liturgical
Texts and The Guidelines for Expansive and Inclusive Language adopted by the
General Convention of this Church.

d. Before their approval by the General Convention, all liturgies authorized pursuant to
this canon shall be translated by the proper authorities into English, Spanish, French,
and Haitian Creole, following the principles of dynamic equivalence.

e. All supplemental liturgical resources will be made available without copyright using
digital means to provide access to the wider church.

f. Once approved by the General Convention, supplemental liturgical resources may be
removed by an act of convention.

g. If at such time as a previously approved supplemental liturgical resource authorized
by act of convention under this canon is to be considered for common prayer usage —
that is as Trial Use and common worship without the approval of the bishop diocesan —
said liturgy must be brought to the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music to begin
the process for Trial Use approval as defined by the constitution of this church.

h. A Trial Use period must precede the first reading for any material to be amended or
added to the Book of Common Prayer.

Sec. 2. Other Books of Common Prayer

a. Any Book of Common Prayer memorialized by the General Convention is authorized
for regular use at any service in all dioceses of this Church.

b. The liturgies from any other Book of Common Prayer that has been authorized
previously by the authority in this Church shall be available for use for Sunday worship
and for other occasions with the permission of the Ecclesiastical Authority.

c. Any liturgies authorized for regular use by any Church in full communion with this
Church may be used with the permission of the Ecclesiastical Authority.

Sec. 3. Use of Other Eucharistic Prayers and Liturgies not authorized by The Episcopal
Church

A Eucharistic Prayer that is neither Rite One or_Rite Two, may be authorized for seasonal
use on Sunday provided it follows An Order for Celebrating the Holy Eucharist (Book of
Common Prayer 1979 pp.400-405) and that it has been submitted in writing to the
Ecclesiastical Authority in advance for approval.

Sec. 4 Alternate Psalter

An Alternate Psalter may be authorized by resolution at the General Convention for study
and occasional use in the Episcopal Church with the approval of the bishop diocesan.



Sec. 5 Authorized Lectionary

The General Convention may at any one meeting, by a majority of the whole number of the
Bishops entitled to vote in the House of Bishops and by a majority of the Clerical and Lay
Deputies of all the Dioceses entitled to representation in the House of Deputies, voting by
orders may amend the Table of Lessons and all Tables and Rubrics relating to the Psalms.
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<Proposed amended resolution text showing exact changes being made:>
Canon 4: Of the Types of Supplemental Liturgical Texts

Article X of the Constitution defines what is the Book of Common Prayer and what is eligible
for Trial Use as a step towards inclusion in the Book of Common Prayer. Supplemental
Liturgical Texts shall mean those texts that are available for use in this church but are not
the Common Prayer of this church. In addition to the Book of Common Prayer 1979 and
Prayer Book Trial Use, as defined by this church's Constitution, additional supplemental
liturgical resources may be set forth by the authority of this Church and used with the
permission of the bishop diocesan.

Sec. 1. Authorization and Use of Liturgical Resources Supplemental to the Book of
Common Prayer

The General Convention at any one meeting, by a majority of the Bishops entitled to vote in
the House of Bishops, and by a majority of the Clerical and Lay Deputies, voting by orders
may approve supplemental liturgical resources for use by this Church; having first been duly
approved by the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music for this sole purpose.

a. Each supplemental liturgical material approved by the General Convention will be
designated as Supplemental Additional Resources (available for use without permission
of the bishop diocesan) or Supplemental Alternative Resources (requiring permission of
the bishop diocesan).

b. Those Supplemental Additional Resources reviewed and authorized may be used for
public worship by the ministers of this church. These include a Book of Occasional
Services as a collection of Supplemental Texts in addition to the Book of Common
Prayer, which may be authorized for use throughout this Church without permission of
the bishop. It may also include propers for the celebration of lesser feasts and fasts, as
well as a lectionary for the daily celebration of the Holy Eucharist, which may be
authorized for optional use throughout this Church.

c. When proposing liturgical resources pursuant to this canon, the Standing Commission
on Liturgy and Music shall use The Principles to Guide the Development of Liturgical
Texts and The Guidelines for Expansive and Inclusive Language adopted by the
General Convention of this Church.



d. Before their approval by the General Convention, all liturgies authorized pursuant to
this canon shall be translated by the proper authorities into English, Spanish, French,
and Haitian Creole, following the principles of dynamic equivalence.

e. All supplemental liturgical resources will be made available without copyright using
digital means to provide access to the wider church.

f. Once approved by the General Convention, supplemental liturgical resources may be
removed by an act of convention.

g. If at such time as a previously approved supplemental liturgical resource authorized
by act of convention under this canon is to be considered for common prayer usage —
that is as Trial Use and common worship without the approval of the bishop diocesan —
said liturgy must be brought to the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music to begin
the process for Trial Use approval as defined by the constitution of this church.

h. A Trial Use period must precede the first reading for any material to be amended or
added to the Book of Common Prayer.

Sec. 2. Other Books of Common Prayer

a. Any Book of Common Prayer memorialized by the General Convention is authorized
for regular use at any service in all dioceses of this Church.

b. The liturgies from any other Book of Common Prayer that has been authorized
previously by the authority in this Church shall be available for use for Sunday worship
and for other occasions with the permission of the Ecclesiastical Authority.

c. Any liturgies authorized for regular use by any Church in full communion with this
Church may be used with the permission of the Ecclesiastical Authority.

Sec. 3. Use of Other Eucharistic Prayers and Liturgies not authorized by The Episcopal
Church

A Eucharistic Prayer that is neither Rite One or_Rite Two, may be authorized for seasonal
use on Sunday provided it follows An Order for Celebrating the Holy Eucharist (Book of
Common Prayer 1979 pp.400-405) and that it has been submitted in writing to the
Ecclesiastical Authority in advance for approval.

Sec. 4 Alternate Psalter

An Alternate Psalter may be authorized by resolution at the General Convention for study
and occasional use in the Episcopal Church with the approval of the bishop diocesan.

Sec. 5 Authorized Lectionary

The General Convention may at any one meeting, by a majority of the whole number of the
Bishops entitled to vote in the House of Bishops and by a majority of the Clerical and Lay



Deputies of all the Dioceses entitled to representation in the House of Deputies, voting by
orders may amend the Table of Lessons and all Tables and Rubrics relating to the Psalms.

Explanation

This canonical addition clearly delineates the Book of Common Prayer and supplementary
liturgical materials.

In 2018, the 79th General Convention of the Episcopal Church unanimously passed
Resolution A068, which replaced Resolution BO11. This new resolution brought both
houses of the General Convention together to advance our liturgical future while preserving
the unique form of the 1979 Book of Common Prayer. The objective was to maintain our
historic liturgical and Prayer Book traditions through “faithful adherence to the historic rites
of the Church Universal as they have been received and interpreted within the Anglican
tradition of the 1979 Book of Common Prayer.” This approach respects our existing
ecumenical commitments and encourages the submission and refinement of rites that arise
from the Holy Spirit's movement and the Church's growing insights.

In 2022, the church made further progress by passing a new constitutional framework for
the first reading at the 80th General Convention. This framework reflects the spirit of AO68
and describes the current practice of revising the Book of Common Prayer and the church's
liturgical life within a post-colonial mission context. This proposal is now before the
convention for its second reading.

Canonical lawyers have confirmed that A072 is clear and ready for its second reading. In
2022, the convention anticipated that the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music
(SCLM) would have sufficient time to author the canons, which were previously provided in
draft form. The SCLM felt these canons could wait, but many historians, liturgists, bishops,
and laity believe these canons are essential. They clarify that liturgies not included in the
Book of Common Prayer are supplemental materials for missional use.

This resolution supports the articulation that marriage rites are common prayer and part of
our Prayer Book liturgies. The canonical addition aims to continue promoting transparency
and establishing liturgical boundaries necessary for a church of common prayer.

It aligns with several unanimously approved resolves in 2018-B011:

Utilizing the riches of Holy Scripture and the church’s diverse liturgical, cultural, racial,
generational, linguistic, gender, physical ability, class, and ethnic backgrounds for common
worship.

Incorporating inclusive and expansive language and imagery for humanity and divinity.

Expressing understanding, appreciation, and care for God’s creation.

Considering emerging technologies that provide access to a broad range of liturgical
resources.



Creating professional dynamic equivalence translations of The Book of Common Prayer
1979 and the Enriching Our Worship Series in Spanish, French, and Haitian Creole, and
diversifying the publication formats to include online resources.

Ensuring all materials are professionally translated into English, Spanish, French, and
Haitian Creole at each step of the revision process, following dynamic equivalence
principles, and not approving new rites or liturgical resources until translations are secured.

The drafting of 2018-B011 revealed that many in the church were unfamiliar with the
liturgical process, including the Book of Common Prayer revision process. The creation of
A072 highlighted a lack of understanding regarding the approval of liturgies. For example,
Enriching Our Worship (EOW) was initially approved for use with a bishop’s permission but
later became generally approved without requiring bishop’s permission, thus becoming
liturgical resources for general use but not common prayer in the historic sense.

Additionally, the "Existing Liturgies in The Episcopal Church" website revealed that the
church and SCLM had been producing liturgies without a clear guide. As a drafter of both
B011 and A072 (also known as Article X of the Constitution), | believe it is time to establish
a canon that governs our liturgical life beyond the Prayer Book, promoting liturgical renewal
through mission and clarifying what constitutes common prayer. This is the purpose of this
canonical addition.

This canon adheres to historic Episcopal Church categories for liturgical rites and follows
the SCLM guidelines available at Episcopal Common Prayer.

The main point of section 2.3 is to allow the use of “An Order for Celebrating the Holy
Eucharist” at “the principal Sunday or weekly celebration of the Holy Eucharist” (BCP, 400),
providing canonical support for something previously made possible through a General
Convention resolution. It should use the exact BCP language: “An Order for Celebrating the
Holy Eucharist” and “at the principal Sunday or weekly celebration of the Holy Eucharist”
(BCP, 400).

A question may arise regarding already approved liturgies. This proposal expects that
existing items will be affected minimally. Any liturgy that has already been approved for
“Trial Use” or will be approved for “Trial Use” in the future will not be affected by this
change. The Enriching Our Worship series, approved by resolution of the General
Convention, will remain unchanged; however, it will now be classified under “Supplemental
Liturgical Resources.” There is nothing in this canon that prevents a Bishop from naming
previously approved or generally approved liturgies as legacy approvals. Additionally, the
Alternate Psalter, Book of Occasional Services, Calendar and Lectionary Series, and
“Additional Resources Made Available by Convention” will remain unaffected by this
change.

For further clarity, this canonical addition ensures that liturgies not included in the Book of
Common Prayer are recognized as supplemental materials for missional use, maintaining
transparency and liturgical boundaries necessary for a church of Common Prayer.



B4 | THE ARCHIVES

of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2022
Resolution Number : 2022-A057

Title: Continue Work of Liturgical and Prayer Book Revision
L egislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the80th General Convention direct the Standing Commission on Liturgy and
Music to continue the work of liturgical and Prayer Book revision; and be it further
Resolved, That the 80th General Convention direct the SCLM tousein itswork on liturgical
and Prayer Book revision The Principlesto Guidethe Development of Liturgical Textsincluded
in the report to the 80th General Convention (known as their " Blue Book" report) of the
Task Forceon Liturgical and Prayer Book Revision; and be it further

Resolved, That bishops continue to engage wor shiping communitiesin experimentation and
the creation of alternative texts to offer to the wider church, and diocesan liturgical
commissions collect and share these resour ces with the SCLM, and that the SCLM review
these resources and materials submitted by wor shiping communities for consideration in
the process of liturgical and Prayer Book revision; and beit further

Resolved, That the 80th General Convention direct the SCLM toreview materialssubmitted
to the Task Force on Liturgical and Prayer Book Revision during the 2018-2021 triennium
and the recommendations of that Task Forceregarding those materials; and beiit further
Resolved, That the 80th General Convention direct the SCLM to present to the 81st General
Convention liturgical texts for optional and/or trial usein the ongoing process of liturgical
and Prayer Book revision.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Baltimore, 2022 (New York: General Convention, 2023), pp. 442-443.
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B4 | THE ARCHIVES

of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2022
Resolution Number : 2018-A062

Title: Amend Canon 11.3.6 [Tria Use]

L egislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention of The Episcopal Church amend Canon 11.3.6
asfollows:

Sec. 6

(8) Whenever the General Convention, pursuant to Article X(b)of the
Constitution, shall authorize for trial use a proposed revision of the Book of
Common Prayer, or of aportion or portions thereof, the enabling Resolution
shall specify the period of such trial use, the precise text thereof, and any
special terms or conditions under which such trial use shall be carried out
including translation.

(b) It shall be the duty of the Custodian of the Standard Book of Common
Prayer:

(1) Toarrangefor the publication of such proposed revision;
(2) To protect, by copyright, theauthorized text of such revision,
on behalf of the General Convention; which copyright shall be
relinquished when such proposed revision or revisionsshall have
been adopted by the General Convention as an alteration of, or
addition to, the Book of Common Prayer;

(3) To certify that printed copies of such revision or revisions
have been duly authorized by the General Convention, and that
the printed text conforms to that approved by the General
Convention.

(c) During the said period of trial use and under the modifying conditions
specified, only the material so authorized, and in the exact form in which it
has been so authorized, shall be available as an alternative for the said Book
of Common Prayer or the said portion or portionsthereof; provided, however,
that it shall be competent for the Presiding Bishop and the President of the
House of Deputies, jointly, on recommendation by a resolution duly adopted
at ameeting of the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music communicated
tothesaid presiding officersin writing, to authorizevariationsand adjustments
to, or substitutionsfor, or alterationsin, any portion of the texts under trial,
which seem desirable as a result of such trial use, and which do not change
the substance of arite.

(d) In the event of the authorization of such variations, adjustments,
substitutions, or alternatives, asaforesaid, it shall betheduty of the Custodian
of the Standard Book of Common Prayer to notify the Ecclesiastical Authority
of every Diocese, and the Convocation of the AmeriearEpiscopal Churchesin
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Europe, of such action, and to give notice thereof through the media of public
information.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), pp. 1125-1126.
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B4 | THE ARCHIVES

of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2022
Resolution Number: 2018-A068

Title: Create a Task Force on Liturgical and Prayer Book Revision
L egislative Action Taken: Concurred as Substituted

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention, pursuant to Article X of the Constitution,
authorize the ongoing work of liturgical and Prayer Book revision for the future of God’s
mission through the Episcopal branch of the Jesus movement. And, that it do so upon the
core theological work of loving, liberating, life-giving reconciliation and creation care; and
beit further

Resolved, That our methodology be one of adynamic processfor discer ning common wor ship,
engaging all the baptized, while practicing accountability to The Episcopal Church; and be
it further

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention create a Task Force on Liturgical and Prayer
Book Revision (TFL PBR), themember ship of which will bejointly appointed by the Presiding
Bishop and the President of the House of Deputies, and will report to the appropriate
legislative committee(s) of the 80th General Convention, ensuring that diver se voices of our
church areactive participantsin thisliturgical revision by constituting a group with leaders
who represent the expertise, gender, age, theology, regional, and ethnic diversity of the
church, toinclude, 10 laity, 10 priests or deacons, and 10 Bishops; and be it further

Resolved, That this Convention memorialize the 1979 Book of Common Prayer as a Prayer
Book of the church preserving the psalter, liturgies, The Lambeth Quadrilateral, Historic
Documents, and Trinitarian Formularies ensuring its continued use; and be it further
Resolved, That this church continue to engage the deep Baptismal and Eucharistic theology
and practice of the 1979 Prayer Book; and be it further

Resolved, That bishops engage wor shiping communitiesin experimentation and the creation
of alternative textsto offer to the wider church, and that each diocese be urged to create a
liturgical commission to collect, reflect, teach and share these resources with the TFL PBR;
and beit further

Resolved, That the TFLPBR in consultation with the Standing Commission on Structure,
Governance, Constitution and Canonsisdirected to proposetothe80th General Convention
revisionsto the Constitution and Canonsto enable The Episcopal Church to be adaptivein
its engagement of future generations of Episcopalians, multiplying, connecting, and
disseminating new liturgiesfor mission, attending to prayer book revision in other provinces
of the Anglican Communion; and be it further

Resolved, That liturgical and Prayer Book revision will continuein faithful adherencetothe
historic rites of the Church Universal asthey have been received and interpreted within the
Anglican tradition of 1979 Book of Common Prayer, mindful of our existing ecumenical
commitments, whilealso providing spacefor, encour aging the submission of, and facilitating
the perfection of ritesthat will arise from the continual movement of the Holy Spirit among
usand growing insights of our Church; and be it further

Resolved, That such revision utilizetherichesof Holy Scriptureand our Church’sliturgical,
cultural, racial, generational, linguistic, gender, physical ability, class and ethnic diversity
in order to share common wor ship; and be it further
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Resolved, That our liturgical revision utilize inclusive and expansive language and imagery
for humanity and divinity; and be it further

Resolved, That our liturgical revision shall incorporate and express understanding,
appreciation, and care of God’s creation; and beit further

Resolved, That our liturgical revision takeinto consider ation the use of emerging technologies
which provide accessto a broad range of liturgical resources; and be it further

Resolved, That the SCLM create a professional dynamic equivalencetrandation of the Book
of Common Prayer 1979 and the Enriching Our Worship Seriesin Spanish, French, and
Haitian Creole; and that the SCLM diversify the publication formats of new resources,
liturgies and ritesto include online publishing; and be it further

Resolved, That this church ensurethat, at each step of therevision process, all materials be
professionally translated into English, Spanish, French, and Haitian Creole, following the
principles of dynamic equivalence and that no new ritesor liturgical resources be approved
by this church until such trandglations are secured; and beit further

Resolved, That the TFL PBR shall report to the 80th General Convention; and beit further
Resolved, That there being $201,000 in the proposed budget for the trandation of liturgical
materials, that the Executive Council be encouraged to identify additional funds in the
amount of $200,000 to begin thisliturgical revision.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), pp. 480-481.
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