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Resolution Text

Resolved, the House of concurring,

That the 81st General Convention authorize the rite The Witnessing and Blessing of a
Marriage for continued use under Article X.c; and be it further

Resolved, That this General Convention direct the Standing Commission on Liturgy and
Music to review the rite The Witnessing and Blessing of a Marriage and consider proposing
it to the 82nd General Convention for trial use under Article X.b.

Explanation

The rite The Witnessing and Blessing of a Marriage, along with The Celebration and
Blessing of a Marriage 2, was authorized for trial use in 2015 (Resolution 2015-A054). In
2018 (Resolution 2018-B012) both rites were authorized for continued trial use until the
completion of the next comprehensive revision of the Book of Common Prayer. For this 81st
General Convention, the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music is proposing for trial
use a “first reading” of The Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage 2 (Resolution 2024-
A116), with the expectation that if authorized the rite will be proposed to the 82nd General



Convention as a “second reading,” for inclusion in the Book of Common Prayer under
Article X.

The Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music is not proposing the rite The Witnessing
and Blessing of a Marriage for further trial use. This resolution ensures that this alternative
rite will continue to be available for use and that it will be considered for addition to the Book
of Common Prayer.

The rite is available among the existing liturgies on episcopalcommonprayer.org.
Background and supporting materials for the rite are included in Liturgical Resources 2, also
posted on episcopalcommonprayer.org.

Support Documents:

The witnessing and blessing of a marriage

Testificando y bendiciendo

Note: this resolution and/or its explanation contains external references, such as URLs of
websites, that may not be in the required languages of General Convention. Because of
copyright restrictions, the General Convention cannot provide translations. However, your
web browser may be able to provide a machine translation into another language. If you
need assistance with this, please contact gc.support@episcopalchurch.org.



https://www.episcopalcommonprayer.org/existing-liturgies1.html
https://extranet.generalconvention.org/staff/files/download/21226
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https://legislation.generalconvention.org/rails/active_storage/blobs/redirect/eyJfcmFpbHMiOnsibWVzc2FnZSI6IkJBaHBBdGtCIiwiZXhwIjpudWxsLCJwdXIiOiJibG9iX2lkIn19--f959e60a94bc823fbcec30e2f31699038331e413/Testificando%20y%20bendiciendo.pdf
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B4 | THE ARCHIVES

of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2022

Resolution Number : 2018-A086

Title: Authorize Marriage Rites and Added Provisions for Same-Sex
Couples

L egislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention authorize “ The Witnessing and Blessing of a
Lifelong Covenant” (asappended tothereport of the Task Force on the Study of Marriage),
authorized for use by the 78th General Convention, to be added to the “Enriching Our
Worship” series, for use in jurisdictions of the Episcopal Church in which 1) the couple
desiring marriage are of the same sex; and 2) the civil jurisdiction in which the marriage
would occur does not allow marriage of same-sex persons; and be it further

Resolved, That thisriteisto be used under the direction of a bishop exer cising ecclesiastical
authority (or ecclesiatical supervision); and be it further

Resolved, That it shall be within the discretion of any Member of the Clergy of this Church
to declineto officiate at any rite of blessing defined herein; and be it further

Resolved, That no member of the Clergy shall officiate at any rite of blessing defined herein
for a couplein which one or both seeking the blessing have been previously married, except
asprovided under Canon 1.19; and be it further

Resolved, That under the canonical direction of the Rector or Member of the Clergy in charge
and where permitted to do so by civil law, provision will be made for all couples desiring to
usethisliturgy in their local congregation or wor shipping community, provided that nothing
in this Resolve narrows the authority of the Rector or Priest-in-Charge (Canon 111.9.6(a));
and beit further

Resolved, That in dioceses where the bishop exercising ecclesiastical authority (or, where
applicable, ecclesiastical supervision) holdsatheological position that does not embracethe
blessing of the relationship of same-sex couples, and there is a desire to use such rites by
same-sex couples in a congregation or worshipping community, the bishop exercising
ecclesiastical authority (or ecclesiastical supervision) shall invite, asnecessary, another bishop
of thisChurch to provide pastoral support to the couple, the M ember of the Clergy involved
and the congregation or worshipping community in order to fulfill the intention of this
resolution that all coupleshave convenient and reasonablelocal congregational accesstothis
rite; and beit further

Resolved, That bishopsexer cising ecclesiastical authority, or whereappropriate ecclesiastical
supervision, who hold a theological position that does not embrace the blessing of the
relationship of same-sex couples, shall in the case of blessing after divorce, invite another
bishop of this Church to oversee the consent process and to receive any report of such
Blessings, as provided in Canon 1.19.3(c); and be it further

Resolved, That this Church continue to honor the theological diversity of this Church in
regard to matters of human sexuality, and that no bishop, priest, deacon or lay person shall
be coerced or penalized in any manner asa result of hisor her conscientious objection to or
support for thisrite; and beit further

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention direct the Secretary of General Convention and
the Custodian of the Standard Book of Common Prayer, in consultation with the outgoing
Chair of the Task Force on the Study of Marriage and the Chairs of the Legidative
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Committees to whom this legislation is referred, to finalize and arrange with Church
Publishing for the publication (in English, Spanish, French, and Hatitian Creole of the
material contained in “ Enriching Our Wor ship” asapproved by the 79th General Convention;
the General Convention Officeto makethese materials available electronically at no cost no
later than thefirst Sunday of Advent 2018; and be it further

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention refer “ The Blessing of a Lifelong Relationship”
(as appended to the report of the Task Force on the Study of Marriage) to the Standing
Commission on Liturgy and Music and the Standing Commission on Structure, Gover nance,
Constitution and Canonsfor further review and recommendationsincluding a comprehensive
study of thelegal implications and other ecclesial options.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), pp. 1134-1135.
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B4 | THE ARCHIVES

of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2022
Resolution Number : 2018-B012

Title: Authorize Trial Liturgies for Same-Sex Marriage

L egislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention authorizefor continued trial use, in accordance
with Article X of the Constitution and Canon 11.3.6, “The Witnessing and Blessing of a
Marriage’ and “ The Celebration and Blessing of aMarriage 2" (as appended to thereport
of theTask Forcefor the Study of Marriagetothe 79th General Convention); and beit further
Resolved, That the 79th General Convention authorizefor trial use, in accordancewith Article
X of the Constitution and Canon 11.3.6, “ TheBlessing of a Civil Marriage2” and “ An Order
for Marriage 2” (as appended to the report of the Task Force for the Study of Marriage to
the 79th General Convention), beginning thefirst Sunday of Advent, 2018; and be it further
Resolved, That the period of trial usefor theseliturgies shall extend until the completion of
the next comprehensiverevision of the Book of Common Prayer; and beit further
Resolved, That the SCLM monitor the use of theseritesas part of their work of revising the
Book of Common Prayer; and beit further

Resolved, That the material prepared by the TFSM with regard to paragraph one of
“Concerningthe Service” of Marriage, the proper prefacesfor Marriage and the Catechism
bereferred tothe SCLM for serious consideration asthey engage in the process of revision
of the Book of Common Prayer; and beit further

Resolved, That all of thismaterial beauthorized for publication aspart of Liturgical Resources
2 (as appended to thereport of the TFSM) and be made available electronically in English,
Spanish, French, and Haitian Creole at no cost by the first Sunday of Advent, 2018; and be
it further

Resolved, That under the canonical direction of the Rector or Member of the Clergy in charge
and where permitted to do so by civil law, provision will be made for all couples desiring to
usethesemarriageliturgiesin their local congregation or wor shipping community, provided
that nothing in this Resolve narrowsthe authority of the Rector or Priest-in-Charge (Canon
[11.9.6(a)); and beit further

Resolved, That in dioceses where the bishop exercising ecclesiastical authority (or, where
applicable, ecclesiastical supervision) holds a theological position that does not embrace
marriage for same-sex couples, and thereisa desireto use such rites by same-sex couplesin
acongregation or wor shipping community, the bishop exercising ecclesiastical authority (or
ecclesiastical supervision) shall invite, asnecessary, another bishop of thisChurch to provide
pastoral support to the couple, the Member of the Clergy involved and the congregation or
wor shipping community in order to fulfill the intention of this resolution that all couples
have convenient and reasonable local congregational accessto theserites; and be it further
Resolved, That the provision of Canon 1.18.7 applies by extension to these liturgies, namely,
“It shall be within the discretion of any Member of the Clergy of this Church to decline to
solemnize or blessany marriage’; and beit further

Resolved, That the provisionsof Canon 1.19.3 regarding marriage after divorceapply equally
to theseliturgies; and be it further

Resolved, That bishopsexer cising ecclesiastical authority, or whereappropriate ecclesiastical
supervision, who hold a theological position that does not embrace marriage for same sex
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couples, shall in the case of remarriage after divorce, invite another bishop of this Church
to over see the consent process and to receive any report of such Marriages, as provided in
Canon 1.19.3(c); and beit further

Resolved, That bishopscontinuethework of leading the Church in compr ehensive engagement
with these materials and continue to provide generous pastoral response to meet the needs
of member s of this Church; and beit further

Resolved, That this Church continue to honor theological diversity in regard to matters of
human sexuality; and be it further

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention request the Joint Standing Committee on
Program, Budget, and Finance to consider a budget allocation of $100,000 for the
implementation of thisresolution; and beit further

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention direct the Secretary of General Convention and
the Custodian of the Standard Book of Common Prayer, in consultation with the outgoing
Chair of the Task Force on the Study of Marriage and the Chairs of the Legidative
Committees to whom this legislation is referred, to finalize and arrange with Church
Publishing for the publication (in English, Spanish, French, and Haitian Creole) of the
material contained in “Liturgical Resources?2” asapproved by the 79th General Convention;
the General Convention Officeto makethese materials available electronically at no cost no
later than thefirst Sunday of Advent 2018.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), pp. 659-660.
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B4 | THE ARCHIVES

of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2022
Resolution Number : 2015-A036

Title: Amend Canon 1.18 [Of the Solemnization of Holy Matrimony]
L egislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That Canon 1.18 is hereby amended to read asfollows:

Canon 18: Of the Celebration and Blessing of Marriage

Sec. 1. Every Member of the Clergy of this Church shall conform to the laws of the State
governing the creation of the civil status of marriage, and also-to-thetaws-ef-this-Chureh
geverningthese canons concerning the solemnization of marriageHoehy-Matrimony. Members
of the Clergy may solemnize a marriage using any of the liturgical forms authorized by this
Church

Sec. 2 The couple shall notrfy the Member of the CIergy of the|r |ntent to marry at Ieast thrrty
days prior to the solemnization; Provided, that if one of the parties is a member of the
Congregation of the Member of the Clergy, or both parties can furnish satisfactory evidence of
the need for shortening the time, this requirement can be waived for weighty cause; in which
casethe Member of the CIergy shall |mmed|ately report this actron in vvrrtrng to the Bishop.
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Sec. 3. Prior to the solemnization, the Member of the Clergy shall determine:

(a) that both parties have the right to marry according to the laws of the State and consent
to do so freely, without fraud, coercion, mistake as to the identity of either, or mental
reservation; and

(b) that at least one of the partiesis baptized; and

(c) that both parties have been instructed by the Member of the Clergy, or a person known
by the Member of the Clergy to be competent and responsible, in the nature, purpose, and
meaning, as well astherights, duties and responsibilities of marriage.

Sec. 4. Prior to the solemnization, the parties shall sign the following Declaration of I ntention:
We understand the teaching of the church that God's purpose for our marriage is for our
mutual joy, for the help and comfort we will give to each other in prosperity and adversity,
and, when it is God's will, for the gift and heritage of children and their nurture in the
knowledge and love of God. We also understand that our marriage is to be unconditional,
mutual, exclusive, faithful, and lifelong; and we engage to make the utmost effort to accept
these gifts and fulfill these duties, with the help of God and the support of our community.

Sec. 5. At least two witnesses shall be present at the solemnization, and together with the Member

of the Clergy and the parties, sign the record of the solemnization in the proper register; which

record shall include the date and place of the solemnization, the names of the withesses, the
parties and their parents, the age of the parties, Church status, and residence(s).

Sec. 6. A bishop or priest may pronounce a blessing upon a civil marriage using any of the

liturgical forms authorized by this Church.

See4Sec. 7. It shall bewithin the discretion of any Member of the Clergy of this Church to

decline to solemnize or blessany marriage.; and be it further

Resolved, That this canon shall become effective on the First Sunday of Advent, 2015.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Salt Lake City, 2015 (New York: General Convention, 2015), pp. 781-783.
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B4 | THE ARCHIVES

of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2022

Resolution Number: 2015-A054

Title: Authorize Trial Use of Marriage and Blessing Ritesin "Liturgical
Resources "

Legidative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 78th General Convention commend “Liturgical Resources|: | Will Bless
You and You Will Be a Blessing, Revised and Expanded 2015,” asfound in the Blue Book,
Liturgy Supplemental Materials. Appendices of the Report of the Standing Commission on
Liturgy and Music (BBLSM), pp. 2-151 with the following revisions:

BBLSM p. 84: In The Commitment, change therubric to read “ Each member

of the couple, in turn, takesthe right hand of the other and says’

BBL SM p.84: After “I N., givemyself toyou, N.” add “, and take you to myself.”

BBL SM p. 85: At the Pronouncement, change therubrictoread “ The Presider

joinstheright hands and says’

BBL SM p. 87: In Concerning the Service, change the second paragraph to read

“ At least one of the couple must be a baptized Christian, and the marriage shall

conform to the laws of the state and canons of this church."

BBLSM p. 88: Under Gathering, change the rubric to read “ The couple joins

the assembly.”

BBL SM p. 89: Change “In marriage according to the laws of the state [or civil

jurisdiction] of X” to “In marriage [according to the laws of the state or civil

jurisdiction of X]”

BBLSM p. 89: Change “ Solemnize their marriage according to the laws of the

state [or civil jurisdiction] of X” to “are married [according to the laws of the

stateor civil jurisdiction of X]”

BBL SM p.94: After “I N., givemyself toyou, N.” add “, and take you to myself.”

BBLSM p. 95: At the Pronouncement, change therubrictoread “ The Presider

joinstheright hands of the couple and says’

BBL SM p. 95: Replace“| pronouncethat they aremarried accordingtothelaws

of the state [or civil jurisdiction] of X” to “l pronounce that they are married

[according to the laws of the state or civil jurisdiction of X]”

BBLSM p. 100: At The Marriage, change therubric to read “ Each member of

thecouple, in turn, takestheright hand of the other and says’ for study and use

in congregations and dioceses of The Episcopal Church; and beit further
Resolved, That the 78th General Convention authorizefor use“ TheWitnessing and Blessing
of a Lifelong Covenant” from “Liturgical Resources|: | Will Bless You and You Will Be a
Blessing, Revised and Expanded 2015,” (as found in Supplemental Materials. Appendices
of the Report of the Standing Commission on L iturgy and Music, pp. 77-86, (asamended)),”
beginning the First Sunday of Advent 2015; under the direction and with the permission of
the bishop exercising ecclesiastical authority; and be it further
Resolved, That the 78th General Convention authorizefor trial usein accordancewith Article
X of the Constitution and Canon 11.3.6 “ The Witnessing and Blessing of a Marriage,” and
“The Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage 2,” from “Liturgical Resources|: | Will Bless
You and You Will Be a Blessing, Revised and Expanded 2015,” (as found in Supplemental
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Materials: Appendices of the Report of the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music, pp.
87-105) beginning the Fir st Sunday of Advent 2015. Bishopsexer cising ecclesiastical authority
or, where appropriate, ecclesiastical supervision, will make provision for all couples asking
tobemarriedin thisChurch to have accessto theseliturgies. Trial useisonly to be available
under the direction and with the permission of the Diocesan Bishop; and be it further
Resolved, That bishopsmay continueto provide generouspastoral responseto meet the needs
of member s of this Church; and beit further

Resolved, That the provision of Canon 1.18.4 applies by extension to “Liturgical Resources
I: 1 Will Bless You and You Will Be a Blessing, Revised and Expanded 2015,” namely, “It
shall be within the discretion of any Member of the Clergy of this Church to decline to”
preside at any rite contained herein; and be it further

Resolved, That the provisionsof Canon 1.19.3 regarding marriage after divorceapply equally
to all the rites of “Liturgical Resources I: | Will Bless You and You Will Be a Blessing,
Revised and Expanded 2015,” in accordance with guidelines established by each diocese;
and beit further

Resolved, That this convention honor the theological diversity of this Church in regard to
maitters of human sexuality; and that no bishop, priest, deacon or lay person should be
coerced or penalized in any manner, nor suffer any canonical disabilities, asa result of his
or her theological objection to or support for the 78th General Convention’saction contained
in thisresolution; and beit further

Resolved, That the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music continueto monitor the use
of thismaterial and report to the 79th General Convention; and be it further

Resolved, That the 78th General Convention direct the Secretary of General Convention,
and the Custodian of the Standar d Book of Common Prayer in consultation with the outgoing
Chair of the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music and the Chairs of the L egidative
Committeesto whom thislegislation isreferred, to finalize and arrange for the publication
with Church Publishing of the material (in English and Spanish) contained in “Liturgical
Resources 1: | Will Bless You and You Will Be a Blessing, Revised and Expanded 2015” as
approved by the 78th General Convention, no later than the first Sunday of Advent 2015,
these materialsto be available electronically at no cost.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Salt Lake City, 2015 (New York: General Convention, 2015), pp. 778-781.
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B4 | THE ARCHIVES

of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2022

Resolution Number: 2012-A049

Title: Authorize Liturgicll Resources for Blessing Same-Sex
Relationships

Legidative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 77th General Convention commend " Liturgical Resources|: | Will Bless
You and You Will Be a Blessing" for study and use in congregations and dioceses of The
Episcopal Church, with the following revisions:
Throughout "1 Will Bless You and You Will Be a Blessing" change " same-gender™ to
" same-sex” ;
Blue Book p. 184: change " Resources for Blessing Same-Gender Relationships' to
" Resources for The Witnessing and Blessing of a Lifelong Covenant in a same-sex
relationship”
BlueBook p. 240: Add rubric after first rubric, stating: " At least one of the couple must
be a baptized Christian."
Blue Book p. 240: In paragraph 2, line 1, delete" at least one of whom is baptized,"
Blue Book p. 241: In Presider's address to the assembly, delete " come what may,"
(paragraph 1, line 9)
Blue Book pp. 241-242: In Presider's address to the assembly, delete all of paragraph
2 (" Ahead of them...callsusall to share.")
Blue Book p. 242: In Presider's address to the assembly, change " let us pray, then,”
(paragraph 3, line 1) to" Therefore, in the name of Christ, let uspray”
Blue Book p. 245: After the bidding for peace in their home and love in their family,
add the following bidding: “ For the grace, when they hurt each other, to recognize and
acknowledge their fault, and to seek each other’sforgiveness and yours: Lord, in your
mercy (or Lord, in your goodness) Hear our prayer.”
Blue Book p. 246: Changerubric that begins*® After atime of silence” to the following:
“Theleader may add one or more of the following biddings’
Blue Book p. 247: In Commitment (both forms) line 7, change “I will honor and keep
you” to“I will honor and love you”
BlueBook p. 248: Infirst form of blessing rings, changeline2to“assignsof theenduring
covenant”
Blue Book p. 248: In Blessing of the Couple, add rubric between first and second
paragraphs: “ The Presider continues with one of the following”
Blue Book p. 248: In Blessing of the Couple, add third paragraph after the “Amen”:
“or this / God, the holy and undivided Trinity, bless, preserve, and keep you, and
mercifully grant you rich and boundless grace, that you may please God in body and
soul. God make you a sign of the loving-kindness and steadfast fidelity manifest in the
life, death, and resurrection of our Savior, and bring you at last to the delight of the
heavenly banquet, where he lives and reignsfor ever and ever. Amen.”
Blue Book p. 257: In paragraph under E. Vocation, change“ 1 Samuel 18" to“ 1 Samuel
3”; and beit further
Resolved, That the 77th General Convention authorize for provisional use" The Witnessing
and Blessing of a Lifelong Covenant" from " Liturgical Resources |: | Will Bless You and
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You Will BeaBlessing" beginning the First Sunday of Advent 2012, under thedirection and
subject to the permission of the bishop exercising ecclesiastical authority; and beit further
Resolved, That bishops, particularly thosein dioceseswithin civil jurisdictionswher e same-sex
marriage, civil unions, or domestic partner ships are legal, may provide generous pastoral
response to meet the needs of member s of this Church; and be it further

Resolved, That bishops may authorize adaptation of these materials to meet the needs of
member s of this Church; and beit further

Resolved, That the provision of Canon 1.18.4 appliesby extension to “ Theological Resour ces
for Blessing Same-Sex Relationships,” namely, “It shall be within the discretion of any
Member of the Clergy of this Church to decline to [preside at any rite of blessing defined
herein]”; and beit further

Resolved, That this convention honor the theological diversity of this church in regard to
maitters of human sexuality, and that no bishop, priest, deacon or lay person should be
coerced or penalized in any manner, nor suffer any canonical disabilities, as a result of his
or her conscientious objection to or support for the 77th General Convention’s action with
regard to the Blessing of Same-Sex Relationships; and be it further

Resolved, That the theological resource for the blessing of a life-long covenant be further
developed by the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music over the 2013-2015 triennium
with specific attention to further engagement with scriptureand therelevant categoriesand
sources of systematic theology (e.g., creation, sin, grace, salvation, redemption, human
nature); and be it further

Resolved, That the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music include the work of diverse
theological perspectives in the further development of the theological resource; and be it
further

Resolved, That the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music develop an open process to
review "I Will Bless You and You Will Be a Blessing," inviting responses from provinces,
dioceses, congregations, and individuals from throughout The Episcopal Church and the
Anglican Communion, and from our ecumenical partners, and report to the 78th General
Convention.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Indianapolis, 2012 (New York: General Convention, 2012), pp. 565-567.
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B4 | THE ARCHIVES

of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1973-2022

Resolution Number: 2009-C056

Title: Develop Liturgies for Blessings Unions and Provide Generous
Pastoral Response

Legidative Action Taken: Concurred as Substituted and Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 76th General Convention acknowledgethe changing circumstancesin the
United States and in other nations, as legislation authorizing or forbidding marriage, civil
unions or domestic partnerships for gay and lesbian persons is passed in various civil
jurisdictionsthat call forth a renewed pastoral response from this Church, and for an open
processfor the consideration of theological and liturgical resourcesfor the blessing of same
gender relationships; and be it further

Resolved, That the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music, in consultation with the
House of Bishops, collect and develop theological and liturgical resourcesand report to the
77th General Convention; and be it further

Resolved, That the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music, in consultation with the
House of Bishops, devise an open process for the conduct of its work inviting participation
from provinces, dioceses, congregationsand individualswho areengaged in such theological
work, and inviting theological reflection from throughout the Anglican Communion; and be
it further

Resolved, That bishops, particularly those in dioceses within civil jurisdictions where
same-gender marriage, civil unionsor domestic partner shipsarelegal, may provide generous
pastoral response to meet the needs of member s of this Church; and be it further

Resolved, That this Convention honor the theological diversity of this Church in regard to
matter s of human sexuality; and beit further

Resolved, That the member s of this Church be encouraged to engagein this effort.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Anaheim, 2009 (New York: General Convention, 2009), p. 780.
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