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Resolution Text

Resolved, the House of concurring,

That Article Il of the Constitution is amended as follows:

<Amended text as it would appear if adopted and concurred. Scroll below the line of
asterisks

(******) to see the version showing all deleted and added text.>

Article II: Of Bishops



Sec. 4. It shall be lawful for a Diocese, at the request of the Bishop of that Diocese, to elect
not more than three Bishops Suffragan, without right of succession, and with seat and vote
in the House of Bishops. A Bishop Suffragan shall be consecrated and hold office under
such conditions and limitations other than those provided in this Article as may be provided
by Canons of the General Convention. A Bishop Suffragan shall be eligible for election as
Bishop Diocesan or Bishop Coadjutor of a Diocese, or as a Bishop Suffragan in another
Diocese.
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<Proposed amended resolution text showing exact changes being made:>
Article II: Of Bishops

Sec. 4. It shall be lawful for a Diocese, at the request of the Bishop of that Diocese, to elect
not more than twe Three Bishops Suffragan, without right of succession, and with seat and
vote in the House of Bishops. A Bishop Suffragan shall be consecrated and hold office
under such conditions and limitations other than those provided in this Article as may be
provided by Canons of the General Convention. A Bishop Suffragan shall be eligible for
election as Bishop Diocesan or Bishop Coadjutor of a Diocese, or as a Bishop Suffragan in
another Diocese.

Explanation

There are fewer active Bishops Suffragan in the House of Bishops now than there were ten
years ago. However, with diocesan mergers creating larger geographic dioceses, there is a
need for additional suffragans in some places to cover vast geographical distances. This
also allows these dioceses to elect someone who meets their particular needs rather than
relying on the limited pool of retired bishops for the position of bishop assistant.

This change proactively creates infrastructure for the future. The unequivocal trend is that
the diocesan pattern of TEC is reorganizing with formerly separate dioceses joining together
in various forms. The future is dioceses with larger geographical boundaries (overseen by
one ordinary) sub-designated into regions (“overseen” by suffragan or assisting

bishops). While this does practically make for efficient economic stewardship, the more
important benefit is that it facilitates the growth of the church with combined, adequately
funded, excellent supporting resources such as camps, spiritual formation opportunities,
mission capital, etc. - and the professional staff to implement this.
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Resolution Number: 2022-A149

Title: Amend Constitution Article 11.4-8 [Bishops Suffragan--Second
Reading]

Legidative Action Taken: Concurred

Final Text:

Resolved, That Articlel1.4-8 of the Constitution is hereby amended to read asfollows:
ARTICLE Il

Sec. 4. It shall be lawful for a Diocese, at the request of the Bishop of that Diocese, to elect
not more than two Suffragan Bishops Suffragan, without right of succession, and with seat
and vote in the House of Bishops. A Suffragan Bishop Suffragan shall be consecrated and
hold office under such conditions and limitations other than those provided in thisArticle
as may be provided by Canons of the General Convention. A Suffragan Bishop Suffragan
shall be dligible for election as Bishop Diocesan or Bishop Coadjutor of a Diocese, or as a
Bishop Suffragan in another Diocese.

Sec. 5. It shall be lawful for a Diocese to prescribe by the Constitution and Canons of such
Diocese that upon the death, removal or deposition of the Bishop or if the Bishop resigns, a
Suffragan Bishop Suffragan of that Diocese may be-ptaced-n-charge-of-such-Biocese-and
become temporarily the Ecclesiastical Authority thereof until such time as a new Bishop
shall be chosen and consecrated; or that during the disability or absence of the Bishop, a
Bishop Suffragan of that Diocese may be placed in charge of such diocese and become
temporarily the Ecclesiastical Authority thereof.

Sec. 6. A Bishop may not resign jurisdiction without the consent of the House of Bishops.
Sec. 7. 1t shall belawful for the House of Bishopsto elect a Suffragan Bishop Suffragan who,
under thedirection of the Presiding Bishop, shall bein charge of thework of those chaplains
in the Armed Forces of the United States, Veterans Administration Medical Centers, and
Federal Correctional Institutionswho are ordained Minister sof this Church. The Suffragan
Bishop Suffragan so elected shall be consecrated and hold office under such conditions and
limitations other than those provided in this Article as may be provided by Canons of the
General Convention. The Suffragan Bishop Suffragan shall bedligiblefor election asBishop
Diocesan, er Bishop Coadjutor or Suffragan Bishop Suffragan of a Diocese.

Sec. 8. A Bishop Diocesan or Coadjutor who hasfer-atteastfive yearsnext-precedingexereised

jurisdiction-asthe Ordinary, served asthe Bishop Diocesan or asthe Bishop Coadjutor, of a
Diocese for any period of time, may be elected as Bishop Diocesan, Bishop Coadjutor, or

Suffragan Bishop Suffragan of another Diocese only if five or more years have passed since
the Bishop first served as Bishop Diocesan or Bishop Coadjutor of the Diocese in which the
Bishop iscurrently or last served as Bishop Diocesan or Bishop Coadjutor. Befor e acceptance
of such election aresignation of jurisdiction in the Diocesein which the Bishop isthen serving,
conditioned on therequired consentsof the Bishopsand Standing Committeesof the Church
to such election, shall be submitted to the House of Bishops, and also, if the Bishop be a
Bishop Coadjutor, arenunciation of theright of succession. Such resignation, and renunciation
of theright of succession in the case of a Bishop Coadjutor, shall require the consent of the
House of Bishops.
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Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Baltimore, 2022 (New York: General Convention, 2023), pp. 503-504.
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Resolution Number: 1997-A003

Title: Amend Constitution Article 11.4 [Suffragan Bishops--Second
Reading]

Legidative Action Taken: Concurred

Final Text:

Resolved, That Articlell, Section 4, of the Constitution be amended to read as follows:

It shall be lawful for a Diocese, with-consent at the request of the Bishop of that Diocese, to
elect ereermere not morethan two Suffragan Bishops, without right of succession, and with
seat and vote in the House of Bishops. [Remainder of the section isunchanged.]

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Philadelphia, 1997 (New York: General Convention, 1998), p. 517.
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